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After careful review of the Crow case my suggestions for litigation options are for wrongful death/Tortious Tort and my recommendations for due process is explained in this memo:
Parties: 
The parties in this case would be the husband of Samantha Crow (Gregory Crow- Plaintiff) and her family meaning father, mother, and minor children if they are personal representatives of the deceased. The personal representative would stand in for both the deceased person, the beneficiaries and heirs of the deceased.
Defendant
The defendant(s) in this case would be Dr. Richard Sayer because he failed to use duty of care and if possible, the Small Valley Country Club company that was holding the fundraising event. Since Dr. Sayer was the driver of the vehicle and testified to being under the influence when he struck Mrs. Crow. He was also convicted of the misdemeanor of driving while intoxicated. As for the Small Valley Country Club or the bartender; in some states there is a limit that should be identified where the person who is requesting these drinks should be cut off and refused service. If the Small Valley Country is in a state or jurisdiction that is governed by this law, they can be held responsible for providing him service even when he was over his limit of alcohol intake. 
Cause of Action 
The cause of action would be Negligence/Unintentional Tort (Wrongful Death). I chose this tort because the actions of Dr. Sayer were not intentional or premeditated therefore, he had no plans of hitting Mrs. Crow as so intentional torts would not be accurate for this case. The elements for intentional torts would not be met. Negligence Tort can be proven because when driving we are to be aware of pedestrians on the road and abide by the speed limits; it is also our obligation to know our limits when drinking so we would not be a danger to other pedestrians on the road. Dr. Sayer failed to exercise the necessary care to prevent this accident from happening, though he did not intend to cause harm he is still legally responsible for his actions. His careless actions not only injured the plaintiff’s wife but killed her causing the family unnecessary pain and grief.

Elements needed to prove Dr. Sayer is liable of negligence/unintentional torts are:
1. Duty of care
2. Breach of that duty
3. Breach was the legal cause of the plaintiff’s loss
4. The plaintiffs suffered a loss that can be remedied w/ damages

 Burden of proof 
The burden of proof would be the results from Dr. Sayer conviction for driving while intoxicated. Even though the jury found him not guilty for the other charges does not me he was not responsible. Therefore, the other charges that was brought against him and the evidence gathered would be the burden of proof needed for this case.
Cause of Action
Pursuing an Intentional Tort for this case as I explained above would not be appropriate for this case because Dr. Sayer did not intend cause harm to the Mrs. Crow or her family. The death of Mrs. Crow does not meet any of the 10 intentional torts and the elements that are to be met.
There may be some theories for Strict Liability that can be applied if the three elements can be met, but I only see two of the three of the elements being met in this case. The first element would be the defendant did something that was inherently dangerous and unreasonable under the circumstances. Second, proof to show inherent danger act caused something bad to happen. Third, the plaintiff must show that him and his family suffered harm and injury. This tort may be suitable if suing the Small Valley Country Club and the bartender.

Damages- Remedies that can sort against the defendants would be:
1. Loss of income
2. Expenses related to the death
3. Future earnings until retirement of death
4. Future pension and medical coverage, loss of death, pain, and suffering of surviving family members
5. Any cost associated with the loss of care and companionship
Court- The paperwork would need to be field with the Civil Court because it’s a civil matter if not resolved and judgement no acceptable we can file for a appeal in the Civil Courts of Appeal/ Supreme Court. For a court to have personal jurisdiction over the Dr. Sayer, Defendant and Small Valley Country Club, Defendant they must have an appropriate relationship to the forum county, state or federal district and the Defendants must be served accordingly. The case must be filed with the courts mentioned above base on the proximity to where the incident in question occurred and where the parties are located and or district the incident took place.
Steps to begin the litigation process
1. Pleadings is the initial step in a civil lawsuit, each party would file paperwork in the right court to explain their side of the story. The plaintiff would file a complaint and the defendant(s) would file an answer.
2. Discovery begins after all pleadings has been filed, in discovery both parties gather information to strengthen their arguments. This is generally the longest part of the civil litigation process. Each party will gain evidence through demands for production of evidence, documents, depositions, interrogatories and etcetera. Before the trial begins, during the discovery process or shortly after parties may use motions to ask the court to rule or act,

3. If the situation could not be resolved outside of court the civil lawsuit will move to trail. Before the trial begins both parties will submit a brief which outlines each party’s argument as well as any evidence to the judge that would be presented during trial. Once the trial begins opening arguments will be presented by both parties, then they both will present their case. The Plaintiff will present their case first and then the defendant. Once both parties have presented their case, they will present their closing arguments. Depending on whether on whether it’s a jury trial or bench trial Once a verdict is made a party can choose to challenge the verdict.
If a party does not agree with the results of the trial, they can file for an appeal. If the decision is appealed, then the civil lawsuit will be sent to the appellate court that will review the previous proceedings of the lawsuit








JUDICIAL SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM
Case No: _________________________
United District Court of Oklahoma)		To: Dr. Richard Sayer & Small Valley, Def. [‘s]
Northern District of Oklahoma)  		3281 N. Ok, 73114 & 4484 Greens Ville, Ok 73115
IN THE NAME OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA: You are commanded to produce certified copies of the documents listed  on  annexed  Addendum  _______,  at  the  mailing  address  specified  on  said  Addendum ____,   on   or   before   the   ____   day   of   ________,   20   ______,   as   evidence   in   a   cause   wherein Estate of Samantha Crow, Gregory Crow Executor is/are the Plaintiff [‘s] and Dr. Richard Sayer & Small Valley Country Club is/are  the  defendant [‘s],  on  the  part  of  the. __________________________________________.
WITNESS my hand and seal of said Court, this _____ day of __________, 20__.
				TRIAL COURT CLERK, NORTHERN DISTRICT OKLAHOMA
				By:_________________________________________
STATE OF OKLAHOMA)
 ) ss.
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA)
I  hereby  certify  that  I,  on  the  _________  day  of  ____________________,  20____,  at  the
____________________________________, Post Office, in the County of NORTHERN OKLAHOMA, State of OKLAHOMA CITY.
served         the         within         Subpoena         Duces         Tecum         on         the         within         named  ______________________________________   by   mailing   a   true   copy   thereof   to   the   aforesaid________________________________ at _____________________________ shown above.
Sheriff’s Fees $_______________				
Witness Fees $________________
																			By:______________________________________   
*See annexed Addendum ______*
IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

ESTATE OF SAMANTHA CROW, GREGORY CROW, EXECUTOR 
PETITIONER, 
AND 
DR. RICHARD SAYER, 
RESPONDENT. 					CASE NO.: 
FDDOCKETE 

NOTICE OF DEPOSITION

TO:	 Dr. Richard Sayer
 North Drexel Blvd 
3281 North Oklahoma 73114


Please take notice that, pursuant to 12 Okla. Stat. Ann. § 3230, Petitioner, Estate of Samantha Crow, Gregory Crow, Executor, will take the deposition upon oral examination of Respondent, Dr. Richard Sayer. 
The deposition will take place on the day of at 9:00 a.m. at the offices of Reynolds & Starr. P.C.  5024 NW Oklahoma City 87311. The deposition will take place before an officer authorized to administer oaths and will continue from day to day until completed.

								Respectfully,
								____________________________
								James Reynolds, Managing Partner
								Counsel for Petitioner
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Estate of Samantha Crow, Gregory Crow, Executor	)
							)
		Plaintiff[s],				)
							)
v.							)   Case No. 
							)
Dr. Richard Sayer					)
							)
		Defendant				)

PLAINTIFF[S] FIRST DISCOVERY REQUESTS TO DEFENDANT


Plaintiff[s], Estate of Samantha Crow, Gregory Crow Executor, pursuant to 12 O.S. §3236 and 12 O.S. §3233 of the Oklahoma Discovery Code, requires the Defendant, Dr. Richard Sayer, to answer the following discovery requests fully and separately, under oath and serve a copy of said answers to the undersigned attorney within thirty (30) days of the service hereof.  

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Sanctions. You have an obligation to respond to this Discovery in good faith and provide full and complete answers. You are required to review all materials available to you in making your response. If you fail to answer or make improper objection to discovery you are subject to sanctions which include taxing attorney fees and costs, excluding evidence and/or entering judgment against you. An evasive or incomplete answer is considered a failure to answer. As a consequence, if you are uncertain as to what is required or if you have an objection to any portion of this Discovery, you should contact James Reynold. Managing Partner and make a good faith effort to resolve that question or dispute in advance of your response date.  You should also review these instructions and comply with them in making your answers.  Failure to comply with these instructions may result in the Court imposing sanctions against you.

2. Definitions.

a. “You” or “your” shall refer to the named Defendant, Dr. Richard Sayer, answering these discovery requests.

b. “Name and address”, when used with reference to:
i. An individual person, means to state that person’s full name, their residential address and business address, or, 
ii. A corporation, firm or other entity, means its full name, form of organization, and its present or last known address.

c. “Identify” or “identification”, when used in reference to a writing, means a description of a writing in a manner sufficient for a subpoena duces tecum or for production pursuant to §3211 of the Oklahoma Discovery Code. Also give its present location or custodian. If any writing was, but no longer is in your possession or control, state:

i. What disposition was made of it;
ii. The date the item was transferred to another person or entity; and,
iii. The person responsible for the document at this time.

d. “Issue(s)”, unless otherwise specified, refers to any and all factual matters contained within the Petition, any Counter or Cross-Petition, any Motion, any Answer, any Reply and any evidentiary motion filed in this case regardless of who may have filed that document.
.
e.	“Communication” means any disclosure, transfer, or exchange of information or opinion, however made.
3. Format. As required by §3233, in responding to this requested Discovery, you must recite each Interrogatory, Request for Admission or Request for Production in writing and insert your answer in writing immediately after the request for production or part that is being answered. If you request, a disc that contains the questions will be provided.

4. Signature. As required by §§3226 (G) and 3233 (A), the response to these discovery requests must be signed under oath by the party making such responses and by the attorney for the party.

5. Duty to Supplement Answers.  12 O.S. §3226(E)

a. You have a duty to supplement your answers if the answers given initially are later found to be incomplete with regard to those questions relating to:

i. The identity and location of persons having knowledge of discoverable matters; and, 
ii. The identity of each person expected to be called as an expert witness at trial, the subject matter on which he is expected to testify and the substance of the expert’s testimony.

b. You further must supplement your answers at any time you discover that:

i. A response or any portion thereof was incorrect when made; or
ii. You discover that the response, which was correct when made, is no longer true.

c. Any supplementation must be in writing and under oath and in the same form as the original answers, and such supplementation should take place as soon as possible after such new information is obtained.

6. Exhibits.  Within the time for responding to the requests for production set forth hereafter, you are advised that you may attach to your responses copies of all such photographs, charts, records, documents or other tangible evidence which will assist you in your responses.  If the item required to be produced is a model or other piece of tangible evidence not capable of being attached to such answers, then you must identify a reasonable location and reasonable times within the next thirty (30) days, unless an earlier or later time is designated by the court, at which time it may be viewed by this party or counsel.

INTERROGATORIES

INTERROGATORY NO. 1:  Identify each person you may call to testify at any hearing regarding the issues in this matter.   For each such person, state the substance of their relevant knowledge, identify each document which evidences or otherwise pertains to such issues and identify each person with personal knowledge of the substance of such issues.
INTERROGATORY NO. 2:  Describe by month and year, from _______________ to the present, your income and receipt of funds for any reason, e.g. benefits from Veteran’s Administration, by stating:
a. The date of income or receipt;
b. The amount of money earned or received;
c. The identity of the Payor; and
d. The reason for payment.
INTERROGATORY NO. 3:  Identify any interest you claim in any income-producing real property, including but not limited to, homes, farms, acreages, undeveloped land or mineral interest.
INTERROGATORY NO. 4: Please furnish the following information on each employer for whom you work or have worked since ____________:
a. Name, address and telephone number;
b. State how frequently you were paid;
c. Gross and net amounts of each paycheck;
d. Date(s) of employment;
e. Fully describe any bonuses, commissions or other compensation, whether guaranteed or contingent;
INTERROGATORY NO. 5:  If, for any reason, you have ceased to be employed or had your employment reduced since ________________, state: 
i. Your date of hire; 
ii. The date you ceased to be employed or had your employment reduced; 
iii. The reason you ceased to be employed or had your employment reduced; 
iv. Your gross salary per year at the date you ceased to be employed or had your employment reduced; 
v. identify each person with personal knowledge evidencing the reason you ceased to be employed or had your employment reduced; and,
vi. identify each document which evidences or pertains to the reason you ceased to be employed or had your employment reduced.
INTERROGATORY NO. 6:	Please identify any establishment with which you have requested a loan or signed a loan within the last three (3) years, providing the name, address, and telephone number of each establishment.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 1:  Produce each document relied upon or reviewed by you in answering the above Interrogatories.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 2:  Produce each document identified, or which you were asked to identify, in the interrogatories propounded contemporaneously herewith.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 3:  Produce each retirement or benefit statement within your custody or control from____________ to the present.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 4:  Produce each complete income tax returns for income tax years subsequent to tax year 2017.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 5:  Produce each statement from any and all accounts from banks, savings & loans, credit unions, or other financial institutions in which you have deposited, maintained or withdrawn any money or claim any interest after January 1, 2018.  
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 6:  Produce each statement, cancelled check, deposit slip and check register for the past twelve (12) months for all cash and deposit accounts from all banks, savings & loans, credit unions, or other financial institutions in which you have deposited, maintained or withdrawn any money or claim any interest.  Alternatively, if you use financial software which contains the same information, print and produce a general ledger report from _____________ to present.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 7:  Produce each document which evidences or pertains to any Communication between any persons related to the reason you either ceased to become employed or reduced your employment after _______________.



____________________________________
James Reynold, Managing Partner
Attorney for the Petitioner
2901 North Classen Blvd, Suite 112
Oklahoma City OK  73106 






CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on the    day of        , a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing document was sent via US Mail, with proper postage prepaid, to:

1708 N Broadway Ave
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103
							______________________________
							James Reynold, Managing Partner
							









IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Estate of Samantha Crow, Gregory Crow, Executor )
							)
		Plaintiff [‘s],				)
							)
v.							)   Case No. 
							)
Small Valley Country Club				)
							)
		Defendant 				)

PLAINTIFF’S FIRST DISCOVERY REQUESTS TO PLAINTIFF


Plaintiff[s], Estate of Samantha Crow, Gregory Crow Executor, pursuant to 12 O.S. §3236 and 12 O.S. §3233 of the Oklahoma Discovery Code, requires the Defendant, Small Valley Country Club, to answer the following discovery requests fully and separately, under oath and serve a copy of said answers to the undersigned attorney within thirty (30) days of the service hereof.  

INSTRUCTIONS

7. Sanctions. You have an obligation to respond to this Discovery in good faith and provide full and complete answers. You are required to review all materials available to you in making your response. If you fail to answer or make improper objection to discovery you are subject to sanctions which include taxing attorney fees and costs, excluding evidence and/or entering judgment against you. An evasive or incomplete answer is considered a failure to answer. As a consequence, if you are uncertain as to what is required or if you have an objection to any portion of this Discovery, you should contact James Reynold, Managing Partner and make a good faith effort to resolve dispute in advance of your response date.  You should also review these instructions and comply with them in making your answers.  Failure to comply with these instructions may result in the Court imposing sanctions against you.

8. Definitions.

a. “You” or “your” shall refer to the named Defendant, Small Valley Country Club, answering these discovery requests.

b. “Name and address”, when used with reference to:
i. An individual person, means to state that person’s full name, their residential address and business address, or, 
ii. A corporation, firm or other entity, means its full name, form of organization, and its present or last known address.

c. “Identify” or “identification”, when used in reference to a writing, means a description of a writing in a manner sufficient for a subpoena duces tecum or for production pursuant to §3211 of the Oklahoma Discovery Code. Also give its present location or custodian. If any writing was, but no longer is in your possession or control, state:

i. What disposition was made of it;
ii. The date the item was transferred to another person or entity; and,
iii. The person responsible for the document at this time.

d. “Issue(s)”, unless otherwise specified, refers to any and all factual matters contained within the Petition, any Counter or Cross-Petition, any Motion, any Answer, any Reply and any evidentiary motion filed in this case regardless of who may have filed that document.
.
e.	“Communication” means any disclosure, transfer, or exchange of information or opinion, however made.
9. Format. As required by §3233, in responding to this requested Discovery, you must recite each Interrogatory, Request for Admission or Request for Production in writing and insert your answer in writing immediately after the request for production or part that is being answered. If you request, a disc that contains the questions will be provided.

10. Signature. As required by §§3226 (G) and 3233 (A), the response to these discovery requests must be signed under oath by the party making such responses and by the attorney for the party.

11. Duty to Supplement Answers.  12 O.S. §3226(E)

a. You have a duty to supplement your answers if the answers given initially are later found to be incomplete with regard to those questions relating to:

i. The identity and location of persons having knowledge of discoverable matters; and, 
ii. The identity of each person expected to be called as an expert witness at trial, the subject matter on which he is expected to testify and the substance of the expert’s testimony.

b. You further must supplement your answers at any time you discover that:

i. A response or any portion thereof was incorrect when made; or
ii. You discover that the response, which was correct when made, is no longer true.

c. Any supplementation must be in writing and under oath and in the same form as the original answers, and such supplementation should take place as soon as possible after such new information is obtained.

12. Exhibits.  Within the time for responding to the requests for production set forth hereafter, you are advised that you may attach to your response(s) copies of all such photographs, charts, records, documents or other tangible evidence which will assist you in your responses.  If the item required to be produced is a model or other piece of tangible evidence not capable of being attached to such answers, then you must identify a reasonable location and reasonable times within the next thirty (30) days, unless an earlier or later time is designated by the court, at which time it may be viewed by this party or counsel.

INTERROGATORIES

INTERROGATORY NO. 1:  Identify each person you may call to testify at any hearing regarding the issues in this matter.   For each such person, state the substance of their relevant knowledge, identify each document which evidences or otherwise pertains to such issues and identify each person with personal knowledge of the substance of such issues.
INTERROGATORY NO. 2:  Describe what all you had to drink that night:
e. How many bottles of wine
f. Mix cocktails
g. The identity of the Bartender; and
h. The reason for driving while intoxicated.
INTERROGATORY NO. 3:  Identify any interest you claim on why you did not show personal care
INTERROGATORY NO. 4: Please furnish the following information on each friend for whom you mingled with that night _____________________:
f. Name, address and telephone number;
g. State how frequently you communicated;
h. How many drinks were exchanged
i. Who bought you drinks;
j. Why you did not stop after hitting what you thought was a deer.
INTERROGATORY NO. 5:  If, for any reason, you have ceased to take responsibility for the accident; explain why 
i. What were you thoughts as you got behind the wheel that night
ii. The reason you ceased to not take a cab home that night
iii. Can you remember anything from your drive home that night
iv. identify each person with personal knowledge evidencing the reason you went to the function that night and drank so much
v. identify each document which evidences or pertains to how much alcohol was consumed that night
INTERROGATORY NO. 6:	Please identify any establishment with which you have requested a designated driver, providing the name, address, and telephone number of each establishment.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 1:  Produce each document relied upon or reviewed by you in answering the above Interrogatories.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 2:  Produce each document identified, or which you were asked to identify, in the interrogatories propounded contemporaneously herewith.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 3:  Produce each retirement or benefit statement within your custody or control from _________________ to the present.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 4:  Produce each complete income tax returns for income tax years subsequent to tax year 2017.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 5:  Produce each statement from any and all accounts from banks, savings & loans, credit unions, or other financial institutions in which you have deposited, maintained or withdrawn any money or claim any interest after _________________.  
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 6:  Produce each statement, cancelled check, deposit slip and check register for the past twelve (12) months for all cash and deposit accounts from all banks, savings & loans, credit unions, or other financial institutions in which you have deposited, maintained or withdrawn any money or claim any interest.  Alternatively, if you use financial software which contains the same information, print and produce a general ledger report from January 1, 2018 to present.
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION NO. 7:  Produce each document which evidences or pertains to any Communication between any persons related to the reason you either ceased to become employed or reduced your employment after_______________.



____________________________________
James Reynolds, Managing Partner
Attorney for the Petitioner
2901 North Classen Blvd, Suite 112
Oklahoma City OK  73106 





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on the 2nd day of December 2019, a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing document was sent via US Mail, with proper postage prepaid, to:

Reagan Barham 
1708 N Broadway Ave
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103
							______________________________
							James Reynold, Managing Partner
							








IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

ESTATE OF SAMANTHA CROW, GREGORY CROW, EXECUTOR 
PETITIONER, 

AND 

SMALL VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB, 
RESPONDENT. 					CASE NO.: 
FDDOCKETE 
NOTICE OF DEPOSITION

TO:	 Small Valley Country Club
 4484 Greens Ville 
 Oklahoma 73115


Please take notice that, pursuant to 12 Okla. Stat. Ann. § 3230, Petitioner, Estate of Samantha Crow, Gregory Crow, Executor, will take the deposition upon oral examination of Respondent, Small Valley Country Club. 
The deposition will take place on the day of at 9:00 a.m. at the offices of Reynolds & Starr. P.C.  5024 NW Oklahoma City 87311. The deposition will take place before an officer authorized to administer oaths and will continue from day to day until completed.
								Respectfully,
								____________________________
								James Reynolds, Managing Partner
								Counsel for Petitioner
Jamila Stokes
PLEG 220
Bryant and Stratton College
2/19/2020


Bryant & Stratton
Memo
	To:	Managing Partner

	From:	Jamila Stokes

	cc:	

	Date:	2/19/2020

	Re:	Post-Trial Memo


There are three types of post-trial motions that can be filed 1) Motion for a new trial 2) Motion to vacate or modify 3) Motion to reconsider how the rules governing the motion may affect the civil appeal.
I recommend filing for a new trial; motions for new trial are governed by 12 O.S. §§651-658. A motion for new trial must be upon written grounds filed at the time of making the motion. Section 651 sets forth nine grounds upon which a motion for new trial may be based: 1) irregularity in the proceedings which prevented the moving party from having a fair trial; 2) misconduct of the jury or a prevailing party; 3) accident or surprise; 4) excessive or inadequate damages; 5) error in the assessment of the amount of recovery; 6) that the verdict, report, or decision is not sustained by sufficient evidence or is contrary to law; 7) newly discovered material evidence, which could not, with reasonable diligence, have been discovered and produced at trial; 8) error of law occurring at the trial; and 9) when, without fault of the complaining party, it becomes impossible to prepare a record for an appeal.
A new trial motion must meaningfully apprise the trial court of the reasons for which relief is sought, and lack of specificity in a motion for new trial typically waives the issue for appellate review. However, lack of specificity in the motion may be cured where the record shows that, “at the hearing on that motion, the movant, without any objection from the opposite party, precisely identified each point of law which is fairly comprised in the general allegations of the defective motion.”
A motion for new trial must be filed within 10 days of the judgment, decree or appealable order “unless unavoidably prevented. If more than 10 days have passed since the filing of the final order, a petition for new trial may be filed but only where “the grounds for a new trial could not with reasonable diligence have been discovered before but are discovered more than ten (10) days after the judgment, decree, or appealable order was filed. A party may file an amended motion for new trial asserting new and independent grounds for granting a new trial, but only if the amendment is filed within 10 days of the judgment, decree or appealable order. In addition, the moving party may not raise allegations of error on appeal that she did not raise in her motion for new trial. In other words, if a party files a motion for new trial, the grounds generally must be asserted within 10 days to warrant consideration of the issues by the trial court and to preserve the issues for appellate review.
An appeal to the Supreme Court of Oklahoma must be commenced by filing a petition in error within 30 days from the date the judgment, decree, or appealable order is filed with the clerk of the trial court.31 Generally, the same timing issues arise whether a motion for new trial, motion to vacate, or motion to reconsider is filed. The clock starts ticking for both the time for filing post-trial motions and the time to appeal when the judgment, decree, or final order is filed.32 Title 12 O.S. §990.2 requires close attention.
Steps for filing an Appeal
Filing a petition in error is the first step in beginning of the appeal process. This petition should be filed with the Oklahoma Supreme Court; this document briefly apprises the court of the type of case being appealed, the parties involved, and generally outlines the facts and procedural posture of the case. Time is of the essence at this point therefore, it is imperative to file the petition in error at the Civil Appeals court, with the district court clerk within 30days from the date the order being challenged was filed. Filing the petition late acts as an absolute waiver of the appellant/client right to appeal.
In addition, to filing the petition in error, the appellant/client will also need to file its designation of record. This tells the court clerk of the court below which documents and transcripts to include in the record. A well-constructed record is vital to the appellant/client’s success. The deadline for completing the record is six months from the date of the entry of the order under appeal. If not filed on time this will be charged against the appellant/client even though the court clerk compiles these records. The opposing party would also be given an opportunity to designate additional material that the clerk will include in the record appeal.
Briefing Cycle
After the record is complete, the appellant/client has sixty days to file its brief in chief; this is the opportunity to show the appellate court what errors were made below to justify reversal. Once filed the answer responding to the Brief in Chief needs to be filed within the next 40 days. The appellant/client is then given wo days to reply to the answer. This would be the final brief filed on the appeal.
Assignment and Opinion
Once the briefing process is complete the court would assign the case to a division of the Court of Civil Appeals. A three-judge panel will decide the case and an opinion will be drafted affirming or reversing the decision. There is no time limit for the Court of Civil Appeals or the Supreme Court if they retain the case to issue an opinion.

Reconsideration and Certiorari
Since the opinion is adverse to the client, we have the opportunity to ask the rendering court to consider its opinion. If the court denies the relief being sort, then we should or may have grounds to ask the Supreme Court to review the opinion of the court of Civil Appeals or Certiorari.
Mandate
Once a final opinion is made no further request for reconsideration or certiorari are possible. The Supreme Court will issue its mandate which an order sending the case back to the lower court for implementation of the appellate courts order and further proceedings if need be.
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